
Week Two Review 
 
No secret with Week Two, the focuses here were: Language and Words. 
 
After spending a week studying the skills of reading and learning, the next step 
to becoming a master writer is mastering your tools. 
 
While we didn’t dig deep into the programs and utensils you use write, we did 
review the origins of language, the history of words, and the ways that they have 
adapted and changed. 
 
You probably already knew this, or had an idea, but language and words are 
pretty much the only things you need to know to be a writer. 
 
This doesn’t mean you need to be tossing around a ton of multi-syllabic words 
that you haven’t seen since studying for vocabulary tests.  
 
But knowing where words come from and how they are used will help you to 
think and write without stumbling over which words to use. It will eventually 
become inherent, you will just know. 
 
In time, you should be able to toss around the words that are right for you, in the 
right order and way, so that they have the right impact on your readers. 
 
So as much as this week might have felt, at times, like a dive back into the 
grammar and language classes you might have disliked in school, it all is serving 
a greater good.  
 
That is another skill in mastering the writing craft. 
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Day 8 - English is not a Fortress  
(Key Takeaways) 
 

● Even the people who research for and work at dictionaries are not always 
brilliant grammar devotees 

● “The lexicographer’s job is to tell the truth about how language is used” 
● Strictly adhering to the rules and policies of proper grammar and use is 

more about setting yourself apart as somehow superior 
● English should not be viewed as a fortress, but as a child — you do 

everything you can, starting out, to make sure it turns out ok, but 
eventually it will go and do whatever it wants 

● The more we try to control the English language, the less we understand it 

Things to Consider 
 

● Are you someone who clings to the rules and “proper use” of language 
and grammar? Why? What advantages does that bring to your writing? 

● How much have you thought before about how words and vocabularies 
have changed over time? 

● What kind of writer are you now? Someone who struggles to find the 
correct way to phrase something? Or someone who says what they want 
to say, regardless of whether it might be “right” or not 
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Day 9 - Essay on the Origin of Language  
(Key Takeaways) 
 

● The most passionate and emotional sounds in most spoken languages are 
almost inarticulate — they live in the throat and sinuses, more sound than 
words 

● For this reason, the most beautiful and/or moving conversations will 
sound almost like songs, with a lilting rhythm and lyrics that create a 
melody 

● This is why repeating words and sounds is something that appeals to us  
● English is actually a rather dry language in this respect, as we often only 

have a handful of words to represent something, while other languages 
like Arabic and Chinese have hundreds (if not thousands) 

Things to Consider 
 

● Have you ever read something that is almost like a song? Something that 
flows so well that you don’t stumble over a single word? What was it 
about that piece that had that effect? 

● If the most passionate and emotional sounds in most spoken languages 
are almost inarticulate, how might you relay that same feeling into 
writing, where you must rely on words rather than sounds? 

● Do you use repetitive words and sounds in your own writing? Do you 
maybe overuse them? 

● How much importance have you put, before, on how your words sound as 
you write them?  

● Do you read things that you’ve written out loud? Now be honest, do you 
do this to catch errors or to really listen to what the words are saying? 
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Day 10 - A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man  
(Key Takeaways) 
 

● To be able to write well, you have to be confident and happy with yourself 
and your beliefs, otherwise you will feel like you might be judged 

● Being on solid ground might make you feel comfortable in your skills, but 
you are more challenged when you stand on a trembling bridge or spine 
of rocks 

● This novel is considered one of the most lyrical works of the 20th century; 
this excerpt is a good example of the way that it almost reads like a poem 
or song, telling a story that engages the senses with the words used 

Things to Consider 
 

● How do you feel when you are trying to write about a topic you aren’t 
confident or knowledgeable in? Do you think others might judge you, or 
somehow “know” you don’t know? What can you do to remedy that? 

● While you should be confident in your expertise and writing, you 
shouldn’t always stay on safe and solid ground — sometimes your best 
work comes from stepping out onto a ledge and taking a stand; when was 
the last time you did that? 

● Did you like the lyrical and melodic way that this particular excerpt 
flowed? Even if it might not be the most modern use of language? Or did it 
feel too old-timey, too Victorian, for your liking? 
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Day 11 - On Being 
(Key Takeaways) 
 

● Sometimes we cannot find the exact and correct words to express what 
we want to say; either we are at a loss for them or they do not exist 

● Different languages that tend to have words to describe actual phrases 
and feelings often do a better job with this problem 

● This also happens as languages grow and change — a word may have 
fallen out of style that describes these things perfectly, or may mean 
something completely different now 

● Still, if we are going to use words that almost mean what we want to say, 
we need to relay to our reader that we know this isn’t exactly what we 
want to say, and (perhaps more ineloquently) explain more.  

● It is important that we share the same vocabulary and language with our 
readers, including things like buzzwords and simple industry phrases, that 
we might assume they know 

 

Things to Consider 
 

● Do you use words and phrases in your writing that you assume your 
readers should know, if they are part of your ideal audience? Does this 
exclude new readers? Does your entire ideal audience really know what 
these words and phrases mean, and how you are using them? 

● Have you ever decided not to write about something, because you 
couldn’t find the right way to say it? 

● Do you stop to clarify things with your readers? To make sure you both 
understand before moving forward? 

 
 
 
 

Become a Master Writer 5 



Day 12 - The Great Passage  
(Key Takeaways) 
 

● English, while always changing, is also a pile of sorts; with new words and 
concepts and rules being added constantly 

● Words should have the same uniqueness and freedom as the human heart 
and spirit. 

● Language and vocabulary are often overseen by institutions, like 
government or education/universities. This means they dictate how the 
words “should be used.” 

● Some will look down on slang and certain words as being too common 
and improper, but it is sometimes (possibly even often) better to write 
exactly as people speak  

● That said, because slang is common and sometimes not defined and 
given this proper classification, it can quickly become dated and obsolete. 

● Words have power. 
 

Things to Consider 
 

● Do you use a lot of slang or common conversation in your writing? Why? 
● Do you want to be a writer that is still read in 100 years? Or a writer who 

gets to the point of what needs to be done in the here and now? How will 
your word choice affect that? 

● Have you ever stopped to think about where the vocabulary and language 
that your industry uses comes from? Who decided that these are the 
terms you should use to speak and write about your brand? Can you use 
you own words and phrases? 

● When was the last time you read something you felt had power? When 
was the last time you wrote something with power? 
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